
MINUTES
South Carolina Public Charter School District Board Meeting

SCPCSD District Office Training Room
3710 Landmark Dr., Ste 205

Columbia, SC 29204
Thursday, November 12, 2015

10 a.m.
I. Call to Order and Introductions 

Mr. McLaurin called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.

II. Invocation


Ms. Bull led the invocation.

III. Pledge of Allegiance


Mr. Chappell led the pledge of allegiance.

IV. Mission Statement


Ms. Bounds read the mission statement.

V. Roll Call


Ms. Bounds took roll and determined a quorum was present.

Board members present: Mr. Don McLaurin, Ms. Kathleen Bounds, Dr. Ron Epps, Mr. Laban Chappell, Mr. John Payne, and Mrs. Anne Bull.


Board members absent: Mrs. Linzie Staley, Mrs. Betty Bagley, and Mr. Reese Boyd

Staff members present: Mr. Elliot Smalley, Dr. Robbie Compton, Ms. Dana Reed, Ms. Courtney Mills, Dr. Jean Epps, Mrs. Laura Bayne, Mrs. Ciera Roper Bing, Mrs. Janise Dove, and Ms. Catherine Watt.

VI.
Consent Agenda

A) Approval of the Agenda for the November 12, 2015 Meeting
B) Approval of Minutes for the October 8, 2015 Meeting
C) Enrollment Reports

D) Financial Reports

Ms. Bounds moved to approve the consent agenda. Mr. Payne seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.
VII.
Public Comments

The official meeting of the board is by law a public meeting and the board values citizen input; however, in order to protect the integrity of the adopted agenda, public dialogue will be restricted to the 'Public Comments' section of the agenda or as directed by the board chairman.

•
Each speaker has two minutes.

•
Speakers may not ask questions of Board Members.

•
Board Members may not engage speakers in discussion.

•
Disruptive behavior is not permitted.

•
Personal attacks aimed at students or staff are not permitted.

•
Scurrilous, obscene, or recklessly defamatory language aimed at any Board Member is not permitted.
Pam Whitehead spoke for the Montessori School of Camden in terms of their relationship with the Kershaw County School District (with whom she is employed) and her observations of his special education services protocol.

Tabitha Godfrey spoke as a parent with two children enrolled at the Montessori School of Camden, one of whom has autism.  She expressed how much having a charter granted to the school would mean to parents like herself whose children flourish in the Montessori model.

Patrice Jones spoke about her experience as a parent with several children who attended the Montessori School of Camden, but who can no longer afford to attend.  She would like to send her children back if she could afford to.
Joan McCulley spoke on behalf of Dr. Camisha Williams (a special education consultant for the Montessori School of Camden), and read her letter of support allowed.  The letter focused on the quality special education services the Montessori School of Camden provides.

Jeannie Riga spoke from her experience as an administrator, special education teacher, and opener of the first South Carolina public Montessori school.  She expressed that she had no doubts that the Montessori School of Camden would be an excellent model of public Montessori programming.
IX.
Action Items
A) “Inclement Weather Days” Resolution 
Bounds

Ms. Bounds presented the resolution regarding the board’s policy of making up instructional time missed due to inclement weather. Ms. Bounds moved that the board adopt the resolution as drafted.  Mr. Chappell seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.

B) Montessori School of Camden Hearing 
McLaurin

Mr. McLaurin stated that 30 minutes would be allowed for the presentation. Dr. John Moncure, headmaster for the Montessori School of Camden, began by introducing introduced his fellow presenters.

Following the conclusion of the presentation, discussion was held.

Dr. Epps moved to deny the charter application of the Montessori School of Camden. Ms. Bounds seconded, and further discussion was held.  The motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Chappell commented for the record that he feels that the group has worked hard and is close to succeeding.  Mr. Chappell wants to ensure the district sets clear expectations as to the level of quality the board and district expects early in the process.

C) First Choice Academy Hearing 
McLaurin

Mr. McLaurin stated that 30 minutes would be allowed for the presentation.  Dr. Yvonne Commodore began with the introductions of her team members.

Following the conclusion of the presentation, discussion was held.

Mr. Chappell moved to deny the charter application of First Choice Academy.  Mr. Payne seconded, and further discussion was held.  The motion carried unanimously.
X.
Superintendent’s Report

Mr. Smalley reported on several events he recently attended, including a meeting with State Superintendent Molly Spearman.  He also served on a panel with the Palmetto Institute, at which Sen. Tim Scott and Rep. Trey Gowdy were present.  Mr. Smalley presented to the Education Oversight Committee regarding the District’s EIA proviso request.

Mr. Smalley shared SCASA’s legislative priority in regards to funding and stated his support for it.

Mr. Smalley is working on restructuring the contract for legal counsel to a flat-rate system, which will be piloted for the rest of the year.

A teacher from SC Whitmore, Amanda Reilly, is a finalist for SC Spanish Teacher of the Year, the winner of which will be announced shortly.


GREEN Charter School recently received their AdvancEd accreditation.

The staff is working towards developing a replication application so that the District can encourage growth of existing high-quality charter schools to other areas of the state.

Dr. Epps shared the high-value he got out of the NACSA conference in Colorado.  He expressed appreciation for the opportunity that board members have in attending the conference. 

Mr. McLaurin requested that the staff develop a guidance document for applicants to receive when they submit a letter of intent to discuss board expectations and messaging points the application should include. 
XI.
Adjournment

Ms. Bounds moved to adjourn the meeting. Mrs. Bull seconded, and the meeting adjourned 3:07 p.m.
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