
MINUTES
South Carolina Public Charter School District Board Meeting

3710 Landmark Dr., Suite 201
Columbia, SC 29204
Thursday, May 14, 2015
10 a.m.
I. Call to Order and Introductions 

Mr. McLaurin called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m.


II. Invocation


Ms. Bounds presented the invocation.

III. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ms. Staley.

IV. Mission Statement

The mission statement was read by Dr. Epps.
V. Roll Call

Ms. Bounds took the roll and the attendance is indicated below. A quorum was present beginning at 10:07, when Mr. Boyd joined via conference call.

Board members in attendance included: Mr. Don McLaurin, Ms. Kathleen Bounds, Ms. Betty Bagley (joined at 10:13 a.m.), Ms. Linzie Staley, Dr. Ron Epps, and Mr. Reese Boyd.

Board members absent included: Dr. Charlie Calvert and Mr. Laban Chappell.

Staff members in attendance include: Dr. Wayne Brazell, Ms. Dana Reed, Dr. Robert Compton, Mrs. Laura Bayne, Ms. Tasha Robinson, Mrs. Ciera Bing, Dr. Jean Epps, Mr. Robert Rykard, and Mr. Erik Norton (attorney).

VI. Confirmation Hearing Recap

Dr. Epps and Mr. McLaurin shared that the members of the Senate seemed to be interested in the ongoings of the district during their confirmation hearings.

VII. Consent Agenda
A) Approval of the Agenda for the May 14, 2015, Meeting
B) Approval of Minutes for the April 9, 2015, Meeting
C) Enrollment Report

D) 
Finance Report
Dr. Epps moved to approve the consent agenda.  Ms. Staley seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.
VIII. Public Comments
The official meeting of the board is by law a public meeting and the board values citizen input; however, in order to protect the integrity of the adopted agenda, public dialogue will be restricted to the 'Public Comments' section of the agenda or as directed by the board chairman.

•
Each speaker has two minutes.

•
Speakers may not ask questions of Board Members.

•
Board Members may not engage speakers in discussion.

•
Disruptive behavior is not permitted.

•
Personal attacks aimed at students or staff are not permitted.

•
Scurrilous, obscene, or recklessly defamatory language aimed at any Board Member is not permitted.
No one signed up for public comment.
IX. Executive Session
Ms. Bounds moved to enter executive session for the purposes of discussing contractual matters and receiving a legal update.  Ms. Staley seconded and the motion carried unanimously.
X. Action Items
A) FY 2016 Budget (Second Reading) 
Robinson
The board continued discussing the budget and the idea of having in-house legal counsel. 

Dr. Epps moved to amend the budget to anticipate legal costs using the district’s current model of legal representation. Upon clarification through restatement of the motion, Dr. Epps moved to eliminate budget line item 100-232-110. Ms. Bagley seconded.  
Dr. Epps left the meeting at 11:24 a.m. 

During the discussion of Dr. Epp’s motion, Mr. Boyd proposed to amend the motion to hold the staff position and funding in abeyance until further presentation by the staff. Budget line item 203-221-11000006 will likewise be amended. Ms. Bounds seconded. The motion carried unanimously.

Once the amendment to Dr. Epp’s motion was approved, the amended motion carried unanimously.

Ms. Bounds moved to approve the second reading of the budget as amended. Ms. Bagley seconded, and the motioned carried unanimously.
B) Lowcountry Montessori Charter Amendment 
Reed

Ms. Bagley moved to approve the amendment to Lowcountry Montessori’s charter. Ms. Bounds seconded, and the motioned carried unanimously.
Note: The Board of Trustees may vote to go into Executive Session to receive legal counsel before a vote on an agenda item is taken.
XI. For Discussion
A) Superintendent Search 
McLaurin

Mr. McLaurin reported that the search committee has begun some telephone interviews but is still receiving applications.  He has been encouraged by the quality of the candidates.
B) Superintendent Evaluation 
Bounds
The executive committee shared the results of Dr. Brazell’s evaluation with the other board members during executive session.  All scores fell within the excellent range. Overall ranking was 9.4-9.5. 

C) Performance Framework Summary for 2013-14 
Reed

Ms. Reed and Mr. Rykard gave the board a performance framework update using the 2013-14 data.  The board asked questions throughout the presentation.
XII. Superintendent’s Report
Dr. Brazell gave an update on the positive happenings at some of the district’s schools.
Dr. Brazell shared a list of potential applicants who have submitted a letter of intent to the district with the board.  He also shared a summary from Competingthroughknowledge.org, a bipartisan report on the state of education in South Carolina by 2030.

Dr. Brazell updated the board on the issue of racial composition of the district’s schools. The Senate is particularly interested in this issue.
XIII. Adjournment
Ms. Bagley moved to adjourn, and Ms. Staley seconded.  The meeting adjourned at 1:29 p.m.
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