
MINUTES
South Carolina Public Charter School District Board Meeting

3710 Landmark Dr., Suite 201

Columbia, SC 29204
Thursday, July 30, 2015

10 a.m.
I. Call to Order and Introductions 

Mr. McLaurin called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m.

Mr. McLaurin introduced Mrs. Anne Bull, the board’s newest member.  He also introduced Mr. Elliot Smalley, who will take over as superintendent in October.

II. Invocation


The invocation was presented by Ms. Bounds.

III. Pledge of Allegiance


The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ms. Staley.

IV. Mission Statement


The mission statement was read by Mr. Chappell.

V. Roll Call

Ms. Bounds took the roll and the attendance is indicated below. A quorum was present. 

Board members in attendance included: Mr. Don McLaurin, Ms. Kathleen Bounds, Ms. Betty Bagley, Ms. Linzie Staley, Mr. Laban Chappell, Mr. John Payne, Ms. Anne Bull, and Dr. Ron Epps (who participated via conference call for the executive sessions only).
Board members absent included: Mr. Reese Boyd.

Staff members in attendance include: Dr. Wayne Brazell, Ms. Dana Reed, Dr. Robert Compton, Mrs. Laura Bayne, Ms. Tasha Robinson, Mrs. Ciera Bing, Dr. Jean Epps, Mr. Robert Rykard, Ms. Courtney Mills, and Mr. Erik Norton (attorney).

VI.
Consent Agenda

A) Approval of the Agenda for the July 30, Meeting
B) Approval of Minutes for the July 8-9, 2015, Meetings
Ms. Bounds moved for approval with an amendment to item A—executive session be placed before the time allotted for public comments to accommodate board member attendance via conference call. Mr. Chappell seconded the motion to amend. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ms. Staley seconded the motion to approve the agenda.  The motion carried unanimously.

VIII.
Executive Session 
Ms. Bounds moved to enter executive session for the purposes of discussing contractual matters.  Ms. Staley seconded and the motion carried unanimously.


Executive session began at 10:07 a.m. and ended at 11:15 a.m.

VII.
Public Comments

The official meeting of the board is by law a public meeting and the board values citizen input; however, in order to protect the integrity of the adopted agenda, public dialogue will be restricted to the 'Public Comments' section of the agenda or as directed by the board chairman.

•
Each speaker has two minutes.

•
Speakers may not ask questions of Board Members.

•
Board Members may not engage speakers in discussion.

•
Disruptive behavior is not permitted.

•
Personal attacks aimed at students or staff are not permitted.

•
Scurrilous, obscene, or recklessly defamatory language aimed at any Board Member is not permitted.
Dr. Charissa Owens spoke regarding the denial of Berkeley Palms Academy. Dr. Owens felt the process was unfair and presented an unfair impression of the school.  She asked for the board to reconsider their decision and to issue a written response regarding several questions she posed.

Dr. Hartshorn voiced her support for Dr. Owens and Berkeley Palms Academy.  She asked for the board to revise the process and to reconsider support for the charter school.

Maria Royle voiced her support for Berkeley Palms Academy as a grandparent and a member of the Latino community.  She voiced her support for such a multi-lingual school to exist.   

Mary Carmichael, Executive Director of the Public Charter School Alliance of South Carolina, asked to shift focus to equitable funding for charter schools, especially in regards to facilities, technology, and transportation. She posed that 2% of funds don’t need to be retained by the district. Says that rubric, staff process, and application all need better alignment.
Amy Hazelwood spoke about her daughter’s experience at the Montessori School of Camden.  She asked for the board to consider approval for the school.

Della Frasier spoke about how the Montessori School of Camden has enriched her daughter’s life and asked for the board to approve the school. 

IX.
Action Items
A) The Montessori School of Camden Hearing (10:30 a.m.) 
Brazell

Mr. McLaurin stated that 30 minutes would be allowed for the presentation. Mr. McLaurin requested that the planning committee begin with introductions.  

Discussion was held.

Ms. Bounds moved to deny the charter application of The Montessori School of Camden Academy. Ms. Staley seconded, and the motion carried 4-0, with two abstentions.
B) Tall Pines STEM Academy Hearing (2 p.m.) 
Brazell

Mr. McLaurin stated that 30 minutes would be allowed for the presentation. Mr. McLaurin requested that the planning committee begin with introductions.  

Discussion was held.

Ms. Bagley moved to approve the charter application of Tall Pines STEM Academy.  Ms. Staley seconded.
Ms. Bounds proposed including amended lottery procedures as part of the charter. Mr. Chappell seconded. The motion carried unanimously. 

The motion carried unanimously. 

C) C.O.R.E Academy of STEM Hearing 
Brazell

Dana Reed explained that C.O.R.E. Academy of STEM did not submit a complete application. 

Ms. Bagley moved to deny the application. Ms. Bounds seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.
Note: The Board of Trustees may vote to go into Executive Session to receive legal counsel before a vote on an agenda item is taken.
X.
Superintendent’s Report

Dana Reed reminded the Board of the scholarship fund.  The MLD civil lawsuit was dismissed today.  State test scores are in but are embargoed; a report will be prepared for the Board when the embargo is released.

XI.
Executive Session
Ms. Bounds moved to enter executive session to discuss contractual matters.  Mr. Chappell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

XII.
Superintendent’s Contract 
Board Member Ron Epps joined the meeting again via conference call for this vote. 
Ms. Staley moved to approve the superintendent’s contract for Elliot Smalley.  Mr. Chappell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

XIII.
Adjournment

Ms. Bagley moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was approved without objection, and the meeting adjourned at 4:05 p.m.
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