
MINUTES
South Carolina Public Charter School District Board Meeting *Called Meeting*
Offices of Nelson Mullins
Meridian Building, 17th Floor

1320 Main Street
Columbia, SC 29201
Wednesday, July 8, 2015
9:30 a.m.
I. Call to Order and Introductions 

Mr. McLaurin called the meeting to order at 9:36 a.m.

II. Invocation

Dr. Epps presented the invocation.

III. Pre-Interview Administrative Matters
Mr. McLaurin walked the board members through the process that he, Ms. Staley, and Ms. Bagley went through to narrow the candidates to the final two the board was to interview today.  Mr. McLaurin did confirm that everything up until this morning has looked good for both candidates from the company doing background checks.

The board will have up to two hours per candidate to conduct the interviews. Both candidates are from South Carolina, and both have had extensive experience from outside of the state.

Mr. Payne asked whether or not the candidate has to hold a superintendent’s certificate.  Mr. McLaurin explained that there are three avenues through which this can be approached.  The charter school law is not explicit as to whether or not the district superintendent has to hold a certificate.  However, someone can go through the process of becoming certified while serving as a superintendent, which would be the easiest and most straightforward way to go about it.  Legal counsel reached out to the SC Department of Education regarding this matter.

Dr. Epps dissented—he indicated that it is not a common practice for a superintendent to be uncredentialed before taking office.  Dr. Epps also expressed concern that only having two candidates presented to the full board for consideration presents a significant flaw in the process.  He expressed that he did not feel involved in the vetting process, and was uncomfortable only considering two candidates. 
IV. Roll Call

Ms. Bounds took the roll and the attendance is indicated below. A quorum was present. 

Board members in attendance included: Mr. Don McLaurin, Ms. Kathleen Bounds, Ms. Betty Bagley, Ms. Linzie Staley, Mr. Laban Chappell, Mr. John Payne, Dr. Ron Epps, and Ms. Anne Bull.  Mr. Reese Boyd arrived prior to the start of executive session.

Staff members in attendance include: Mrs. Laura Bayne and Mr. Erik Norton (attorney).
V. Approval of the Agenda for the July 8, 2015 Meeting
Dr. Epps moved to approve the agenda.  Ms. Bounds seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

VI. Executive Session (Personnel Matter: Superintendent Interviews of                       

         Heath Branham and Elliot Smalley) 
Ms. Bounds moved to enter executive session for the purpose of personnel interviews.  Mr. Payne seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  

Executive session began at 10:03 a.m. and ended at 6:23 p.m.

VII. Adjournment
Mr. Payne moved that the meeting adjourn, and Mr. Chappell second.  The motion carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 6:23 p.m.
Future Meetings:

July 9, 2015



10:00 AM

SCPCSD Board Meeting

July 30, 2015


10:00 AM

SCPCSD Board Meeting

7/27/2015
3:01:32 PM
Draft # 1

