MINUTES
South Carolina Public Charter School District Board Meeting

3710 Landmark Dr., Suite 201

Columbia, SC 29204
Thursday, July 9, 2015

10 a.m.
I. Call to Order and Introductions 

Mr. McLaurin called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m.

II. Invocation


Mr. Boyd presented the invocation.

III. Pledge of Allegiance


The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Payne.

IV. Mission Statement


The mission statement was read by Mr. Chappell.

V. Roll Call

Ms. Bounds took the roll and the attendance is indicated below. A quorum was present. 
Board members in attendance included: Mr. Don McLaurin, Ms. Kathleen Bounds, Ms. Betty Bagley, Ms. Linzie Staley, Mr. Laban Chappell, Mr. John Payne, Dr. Ron Epps, and Mr. Reese Boyd (left after the conclusion of action item B and prior to the start of action item C).

Board members absent included: Ms. Anne Bull
Staff members in attendance include: Dr. Wayne Brazell, Ms. Dana Reed, Dr. Robert Compton, Mrs. Laura Bayne, Ms. Tasha Robinson, Mrs. Ciera Bing, Dr. Jean Epps, Mr. Robert Rykard, Ms. Courtney Mills, and Mr. Erik Norton (attorney).

VI.
Consent Agenda

A) Approval of the Agenda for the July 9, Meeting
B) Approval of Minutes for the June 11, 2015, Meeting
C) Enrollment Report

D) 
Finance Report

Mr. Payne moved to approve the consent agenda.  Ms. Staley seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.
VII.
Public Comments

The official meeting of the board is by law a public meeting and the board values citizen input; however, in order to protect the integrity of the adopted agenda, public dialogue will be restricted to the 'Public Comments' section of the agenda or as directed by the board chairman.

•
Each speaker has two minutes.

•
Speakers may not ask questions of Board Members.

•
Board Members may not engage speakers in discussion.

•
Disruptive behavior is not permitted.

•
Personal attacks aimed at students or staff are not permitted.

•
Scurrilous, obscene, or recklessly defamatory language aimed at any Board Member is not permitted.
No one signed up for public comment. 
VIII.
Action Items
A) Superintendent Search
McLaurin

Ms. Bagley moved to make an offer of employment to Mr. Elliot Smalley.  Mr. Boyd seconded the motion.

Dr. Epps noted that he had confirmed his ability to vote with legal counsel, and legal counsel has confirmed that there is not a conflict of interest.

Ms. Bounds publicly commended the Chairman and other selection committee members for conducting such a wide talent search. 

The motion carried unanimously.

Ms. Staley moved to allow the board chair to negotiate a contract with Mr. Smalley.  Ms. Bounds seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

[The board took a 15 minute recess and reconvened at 10:25 a.m.]

Mr. McLaurin reported that he spoke with both candidates, and Mr. Smalley expressed his enthusiasm for the new position.
B) Bettis Preparatory Learning Academy Hearing (10:30 a.m.) 
Brazell

Mr. McLaurin stated that 30 minutes would be allowed for the presentation. Mr. McLaurin requested that the planning committee begin with introductions.  
After the presentation, the board was given the opportunity to ask questions. Mr. McLaurin advised that the board should not give feedback to the group as to what they could have done differently.

Discussion was held.

Ms. Bounds moved to deny the charter application of Bettis Preparatory Leadership Academy.  Mr. Payne seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.
C) Berkeley Palms Academy Hearing (1 p.m.) 
Brazell

Mr. McLaurin stated that 30 minutes would be allowed for the presentation. Mr. McLaurin requested that the planning committee begin with introductions.  

After the presentation, the board was given the opportunity to ask questions.

Discussion was held. 

Dr. Epps moved to approve the Berkeley Palms Academy application.  Dr. Epps did state that there were some areas where the stated plan and written plan need to be made consistent.  Mr. Chappell seconded. The motion failed 1-6, with Dr. Epps voting to approve the motion.
Ms. Bounds moved to deny the application for Berkeley Palms Academy. Ms. Staley seconded.  The motion carried 6-1, with Dr. Epps dissenting. 

D) Mather P.R.O Charter School Hearing 
Brazell

Dr. Brazell explained that Mather P.R.O. Charter School did not submit a complete application. 

Ms. Bounds moved to deny the application. Ms. Staley seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

E) Palmetto School of Energy and Engineering Hearing 
Brazell

Dr. Brazell explained that Palmetto School of Energy and Engineering did not submit a complete application. 

Ms. Bagley moved to deny the application. Mr. Payne seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

F) NEXT High School Charter Amendment Request 
Reed

Ms. Reed gave a brief overview of the amendment to add the 10th grade for its first year of operation.  The staff recommended approval of the charter amendment. Ms. Bagley moved to approve the request. Mr. Chappell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.

G) Early Career Academy Voluntary Termination of Charter 
Brazell
Dr. Brazell and Ms. Reed explained that Early Career Academy had submitted a written request to surrender their charter. Dr. Epps moved to accept the termination request. Mr. Chappell seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.
Note: The Board of Trustees may vote to go into Executive Session to receive legal counsel before a vote on an agenda item is taken.
IX.
Superintendent’s Report

Dr. Brazell explained that the district uses federal money first rather than local money for professional development due to restrictions on federal funds.  District has had several organizations provide professional development including NACSA and the Charter School Institute. So, the additional funds noted in the financial statement by Ms. Bounds can be used flexibly. 
Dr. Brazell stated his intent to sit down with Mr. Smalley to work out a clear, written transition plan.

Dr. Brazell updated the board that Butch Bowers had conveyed that the appellate issue with the Mary L. Dinkins Academy had ended.

Dr. Brazell shared with the board the opportunity to absorb more office space on the same floor as the rest of the district offices in January, which would cover any growth of district staff for years.  Dr. Brazell stated that Mr. Smalley would be included in any contract negotiated.

A vendor the district has been working with will be making a presentation to the technology staff that would allow virtual video participation in meetings.  The system would allow video conferencing and live streaming.

The district plans to do a disaster scenario drill in September to prepare the staff for how to handle such a situation.  

X.
Adjournment

Ms. Bounds moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Chappell seconded the motion, and the meeting adjourned at 3:09 p.m.
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